
*Categories: 

Oil: includes oil paints, water miscible oils, and oil bars. Canvas may 
be toned with acrylic paint or gesso, but entire top layer of the 
painting must be covered with Oil Paint. Oil paintings may be framed 
or unframed. If unframed, the painting must extend and cover all 
four sides of the canvas. 
  
Watercolor: Includes watercolor paint on a single piece of untreat-
ed rag or wood pulp paper. Synthetic papers, such as Yupo, are per-
mitted. Entries in this category may not contain acrylic, collage, 
gesso, varnish, wax, gouache,  watercolor crayon, colored pencil, im-
pasto, or ink. Matting is optional, but the frame must be backed with 
mat board, foam board, cardboard, or wood, and faced with glass, or 
Plexiglass if the work exceeds 16 x 20. 

Acrylic: Includes paintings executed entirely in acrylic paint and/or 
mediums created specifically for acrylics, such as fiber paste, glass 
beads, moulding paste, absorbent ground, or tar gel. Work may be on 
canvas, canvas panel, paper, or wood, and the paint and mediums may 
be applied with brushes, palette knives, sponges, stencils, etc. 
Acrylic work may be framed or unframed. Unframed paintings must 
have finished edges. If on paper, the work must be matted under 
glass, or Plexiglass if the work exceeds 16 x 20. 

Pastel/Drawing: Includes the following media: Pastel (soft pastels, 
pastel pencils and pan pastels on any drawing surface); Colored 
Pencil (wax-based, oil-based, or water soluble colored pencils); 
Graphite (graphite pencils, woodless pencils, graphite sticks, and 
graphite powder); Charcoal: charcoal pencils, charcoal sticks, in-
cluding vine or compressed charcoal of any color; Conte (any 
color); Ink: (ballpoint pen, Chinese brush, or other ink applied with 
a brush, or ink applied with any kind of pen or other tool). If two or 
more of the above media are used together in one piece of art, it will 
still be considered in this category. If other media are combined with 
those in this category, the work should be entered as Mixed Media. If 
on paper, the work must be matted under glass, or Plexiglass if the 
work exceeds 16 x 20. 

Mixed Media: Includes any work that utilizes two or more Artistic 
media. Examples: colored pencil and watercolor, or acrylic paint and 
collage. A sculpture, no matter how many media are used to create it, 
will be entered as a sculpture as long as it meets the guidelines for 
the Sculpture category. 

Sculpture: Includes any work of art that is "in the round,” meaning 
that it is intended to be viewed 360 degrees, or from all sides. It may 
be of any hard porous or fired material, and may be carved, modeled, 



or constructed. The sculpture category will NOT include bas relief, 
utilitarian/functional ceramics, or wood products such as bowls, 
vessels, and plates. Pieces will not exceed 40 pounds, and cannot be 
too heavy for a single individual to carry.  

Miscellaneous: includes, but is not necessarily limited to: utilitari-
an ceramic, wood, metal, fiber or glass items such as bowls, vases, 
plates, etc.; all glass work, including stained glass and dichroic 
glass; fiber work, including weavings, unless they are sculptural 
pieces in-the-round; relief work such as sculptural pieces of wood, 
plaster, clay, or other material that are not intended to be viewed 
from all sides; printmaking processes such as silkscreen, etching, 
intaglio, mono print, woodblock, and linocut print; digital art (cre-
ated solely on the computer). 

Photography: Includes images created by the use of a camera using 
film or a digital sensor to capture a likeness of a scene or objects. 
Subjects may include portraits, nature, wildlife, travel, photojour-
nalism, human interest, altered reality, or monochrome. If composit-
ing is utilized, some recognizable photographic element must be 
present.  All processing, manipulation and printing or rendering, 
must be done by the entrant or under their direct supervision.  Im-
ages may be framed behind Glass, or Plexiglass if the  image exceeds 
16 x 20. Images printed on gallery wrapped canvas do not require 
framing.  A protective acrylic spray may be used to protect the print, 
if desired. Use of additional media, such as pencil, watercolor, 
acrylic /oil paint, or any collage of multiple layers should be en-
tered in Mixed Media, not Photography. 

Senior Novice: open to beginning artists age 55 or older in any media 
listed above, who have not previously entered an AAIE Juried show in 
this category. Beginning artists include individuals who have little 
or no art experience as adults, or those who have resumed creating 
art after a long hiatus. Artists who have successfully exhibited 
artwork, or who have received remuneration for their art, or who 
have received remuneration for teaching fine art are excluded from 
this category. 

 * These category guidelines have been adopted by the 
Associated Artists of the Inland Empire, and may or may 
not coincide with the guidelines for other art shows and 
competitions. AAIE reserves the right to place artwork in 
a more suitable category, should the jurors or show com-
mittee deem it necessary. If you are not certain what cate-
gory your artwork belongs in, contact Show Chair Sandi 
Grimley before registering your entry. Contact: 
(909-948-1667, or aaieshowchair17@gmail.com )


